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Casa Grande Arts Festival features more than 50 artists, children’s activities & live music, Dec. 18 to 19
Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance and Westcor - Promenade at Casa Grande will present a holiday weekend of fun and unique art finds, with seasonal music and a cultural array of food

Nov. 9, 2010 — The art fair that marked Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance’s, SAACA, first foray into Pinal County returns this December for a holiday festival to remember.  

Casa Grande Arts and Crafts Festival—Saturday, Dec. 18, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 19, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.—will offer artistic displays, fun for the kids and plenty of food and shopping at the Promenade, 1005 N. Promenade Parkway. 

The free event will feature the work of more than 50 premier artisans specializing in everything from oil paintings to sculpture and rustic furniture to hand-crafted jewelry. A children’s activity booth will offer youngsters the opportunity to experience the festival’s creative atmosphere, and the event will showcase an eclectic mix of food vendors.

Festival-goers also can fill up on a variety of foods and snacks offered by local food vendors like kettle korn, chile, fry bread and more.  

The Promenade boasts a million square feet of mall, with more than 75 stores and eateries, so attendees can warm-up the winter with Italian and Mexican favorites or satisfy the holiday sweet tooth with café-style deserts. 
Also, Dec. 18 will mark the last performance of the Holiday Music Series at the Promenade, giving art fair attendees the opportunity to watch the grand finale of the series, featuring jazz vocalist Kari Ann Shaff. The concert will take place in front of Harkins Theatre as Shaff presents a twist on holiday favorites, singing anything from soft jazz to rockin’ blues and swing.   

Featured Artists
[bookmark: _GoBack]Elaine Forbes will showcase Weelainy lamp work beads and silverworks, for sale as either charming gifts or the beginnings of a creative craft project. Forbes, a scientist by trade, experiments with flame chemistry and color techniques, making each bead a unique piece. She uses both soft and hard glasses to make beads and fine silver to create distinctive designs from her studios in Tucson, Ariz. and Buckie, Scotland. 

Also, Paul and Jeane Shocklee will present On Golden Wings jewelry, like affordable earrings, intricate bracelets and detailed pendants, and Donna Pack will sell Bella Fiore Custom Designs with eye-catching, silk floral interior creations.

Casa Grande Arts and Crafts Festival
When: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 18, and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19
Where: Promenade Shopping Center in Casa Grande, 1005 N. Promenade Parkway (Interstate 10 and Florence Boulevard, Exit 194)
Cost: Free admission
Phone: (520) 797-3959
Online: www.southernazfestivals.org; www.saaca.org

NOTE TO MEDIA: More photos available

About the Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance
The Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance (SAACA) is a not-for-profit organization that exists to ensure that, through engagement in arts and culture, our communities produce strong, inspired citizens. SAACA enlists artists, businesses, governments, and individuals to expand artistic and cultural opportunities in their respective communities. To enhance access to the arts and to promote cultural awareness in the communities it serves, SAACA presents large-scale festivals, events and other programs. The Alliance also promotes educational opportunities in the arts and culture for both the young and the old. 

Organization History
The Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance (SAACA) grew out of the Greater Oro Valley Arts Council (GOVAC), an organization established in 1997 to provide artistic and cultural opportunities for residents of northwest Tucson. GOVAC eventually became one of the largest arts organizations in the region. In 2009, owing to its success, the group expanded its mission to include creation of partnerships with business, governments, and communities throughout Southern Arizona that would encourage innovative, creative cultural expression in the arts for years to come.

For more information about programs and events produced by the Southern Arizona Arts and Cultural Alliance, go to www.saaca.org.
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